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T he January snows may be a distant memory but this term 

began with a rather different challenge for all those ð myself 

included ð who were trying to regain these shores from Easter trips 

overseas. Who could have foreseen that a cloud of volcanic ash could 

cause such disruption and delay so many return journeys? The staff 

and girls who were stranded in such far-flung pIaces as Abu Dhabi, 

Hong Kong, Barbados, China, Nigeria and Turkey came back to 

school with many a tale of circuitous routes and nightmare waits in 

airports and never were so many girls and their teachers so relieved 

to get back to school! But despite a protracted beginning of term girls 

and staff have still managed to pack the last few weeks with hard 

work, a host of successes, exciting 

activities and enriching visits which I 

hope you will enjoy reading about in 

this Newsletter. 

   First, I am delighted at last to be 

able to share the full details of both 

our recent inspection reports with 

you. Although the Ofsted Boarding 

Inspection took place in late 2009 

and the ISI Senior School inspection 

followed in February 2010 the final 

reports only arrived a few days ago 

BUT they were worth waiting for! 

All parents will have received their 

personal copy of the latter and board-

ing parents will also have the former but both reports may be read in 

their entirety on our website. I can only share snippets from both 

here but am delighted that Ofsted inspectors found the way in which 

staff at St Teresaõs òhelp children achieve well and enjoy what they 

doó to be òoutstandingó; also that òThe school celebrates the 

uniqueness of each girléó,óThe school has an exemplary approach 

to equality and diversityò and that òthere are a wide range of oppor-

tunities for boarders to achieve educationally, socially and to their 

fullest potentialó.  

Similarly the ISI report states that òThroughout the school the 

pupils reach high standards in academic work and in other areasó; 

I   should like to take this opportunity to convey sincere thanks 

from both my husband and myself to all those of you who 

have sent your kind wishes and prayers after learning of Andyõs 

recently diagnosed illness. Your support has been a great com-

fort to us both and illustrates for me how special is the St Tere-

saõs family. Thank you all. 

Welcome, Mary  
W e are delighted to wel-

come Mary Arnal as 

the new Head of St Teresaõs 

Nursery and Prep School.  

Mary will join us in Septem-

ber from St Johnõs School in 

Leatherhead and we look for-

ward to welcoming her. Prep 

parents had the chance to meet 

her at a reception in school last 

week and Mary was thrilled 

with the warm welcome she 

received. I look forward to 

working with her. 

Lesley Falconer 

O n Friday 30th April St Teresa's Prep and Senior 

School, friends and parishioners from Effingham, 

Community visitors from Belgium (Mother Benedict, Sister 

Beatriz and Sister Hélène) Sisters from Sherborne, Bishop 

Kieran, Bishop Tripp, Father Stephen, Canon Bill, Father 

Paul and Deacon Ian celebrated a wonderful joyful Mass to 

our Sisters (below) who will be moving to be with their Sher-

borne Sisters in Dorset during the summer. 

The Sisters have done so much to build up our school and 

we are forever in their debt for founding this wonderful 

place. As they prepare for their move to Sherborne may God 

grant them peace. Our love and prayers go with them. 
 

Mandy Binney      Chaplain 

Thanksgiving Mass for  
departing Sisters  
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òThe girls gain many other awardsé.ó; òThey work diligently and 

are determined to do welló; òTheir behaviour is excellentó and 

òThe excellent personal development of the girls is a strength of the 

schooló. I could go on but space prevents me! Do please read the full 

reports. I hope that you will feel as proud of your daughters, their 

staff and our school as I do.  

Girls are now well into serious revision for both public and inter-

nal examinations and we wish them every success. Many however, 

still managed to delight audiences at the recent Summer Concert 

which showcased a wonderfully wide range of musical talent. 

Thank you to all involved and our very best wishes to those girls for 

whom it was the last public performance at St Teresaõs before they 

move on to University. We will miss you.  

The GCSE Art Preview Evening last week was, as usual, a great 

success and the calibre of the pieces on show was exceptional. Well 

done girls ð and art staff. Soon they will begin the huge task of dis-

playing AS and A level art and textiles work for their Preview Even-

ing on June 16 and we are all looking forward immensely to that 

too. I hope to see you there. 

With best wishes for a restful Half Term. 
 

Lesley Falconer 

National netball clubs finals  
 

O ver the weekend of 24/25 April Alice Lines and Lucy 

Jones took part in the National Clubs Netball Finals in 

Manchester.  Both girls play for Cobham Netball Club and 

are also in the Surrey County Netball Academy Squad.  Al-

ice was also selected to the Regional Talent Squad this sea-

son.  The U16 Cobham Netball Squad took part in the re-

gional rounds of the National Clubs competition and have 

played in a league which included clubs from Middlesex, 

Kent and Essex. As regional winners they secured a place in 

the finals where they met clubs from all over the UK.  The 

competition was very strong and the team played really well 

on the Saturday and did not lose a match.  This put them 

into the top pool for Sunday where they won one game and 

narrowly lost the other one. With one loss this put them into 

the play-offs for 3rd/4 th place.  After another hard fought 

game the team was narrowly beaten and came 4th.  To be 

4th in the country is still a fantastic achievement! Well done 

to the girls and to all the U16 Cobham Netball Squad and 

their coach Maggie Finch. 
 

 

Mandy Hiscocks    PE department 

Wake-up torment for 
ski girls!  

A  party of 31 girls and a group of tireless staff spent a 

wonderful week in the Easter holidays sampling the 

joys of powder snow and the enormous jumps in the snow 

park in the French alpine ski resort of Serre Chevalier. Exhil-

arating days in the open air were followed by evenings of 

discos, quizzes, movie nights, karaokeñand a smattering of 

shopping. The girls will remember fondly the daily wake-up 

call as Mrs Leeming and Miss McWilliam sang (loudly) òI 

Would Walk 500 Milesó by The Proclaimers! Ski Trip 2011 

trip is to Killington in the USA. There are only 10 places left 

so please return forms speedily to avoid disappointment. 
 

Jo Leeming and Emily Mc William   Ski Trip organisers 

L ucie Westõs friends joined together at the end of 

March to perform another fab-

ulous evening of song and 

dance in celebration of her life. 

Their joy and enthusiasm 

shines out at these events as 

they remember their friend and 

all who attended were moved 

and uplifted. Thank you girls 

for another very special and 

enjoyable tribute evening. 
 

Lesley Falconer For Lucie  

Confirmations  
 

O n Saturday 24th April 2010 eleven girls from St Teresa's 

(below) were confirmed by Bishop Kieran as part of a group of 

110 young people at St Joseph's Church in Epsom. Our Confirm-

ands were Jessica Doherty, Anna-Maria Mitchell, Ellie Hemsley, 

Lucy Gavan, Ciara Denny, Jemima Hayes, Georgina Hayes, Sa-

brina Beton, Sinead Nestor, Rachel Gilbertson and Ashley Ha. 
 

Mandy Binney Chaplain 


