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I  was interviewed for the Boarding Schools Association magazine 

just after I arrived at St Teresaõs three and a half years ago. The 

editor asked me about the main differences between being Head of a 

day school in the heart of London and running a rural boarding 

school and I remember saying, light-heartedly òI probably ought to 

buy some snow boots!ó Did I tempt fate? Possibly! We have certain-

ly experienced a second challenging start to a Spring Term with the 

coldest temperatures in 30 years and around 40 cms of snow on site. 

Thank you again to all the staff who held the fort and struggled into 

school ð and to parents and girls for getting in once we reopened! 

Special thanks to public examination candidates for their efforts not 

to miss papers and to Miss Nelson, our valiant Examinations Of-

ficer, whose journey to school to start and invigilate the AS level 

modules on the first bad snow day took 4 hours! Such determination 

should be an example to us all! 

I shanõt make any glib comments about the worst being over ð just 

in case - but I know that we are all looking forward to a more clem-

ent February. We have already had plenty of visits, visitors, success-

es and happy times and it is upon these that we will focus in the 

following pages!  

Snow was followed by the ISI inspectors! This is a new regime of 

inspections and I am delighted to tell you that St Teresaõs has 

passed the first part of the process with flying colours. Thank you to 

all the staff and girls who made this wonderful outcome possible.  

One of the projects required by the inspection team is an analysis 

of the value added to the A level results achieved by our Year 13 

leavers compared with the performance  predicted from their results 

when they joined St Teresaõs. Compared with the grades which 

would have been achieved had teachers here added no value by their 

teaching, all of last yearõs candidates achieved between 1 and 4 

grades higher  per subject. That means, to quote just two real exam-

ples, from last yearõs A level results, that a predicted DDE became 

ABC and CCE  became A*AA in the summer of 2009. We have 

W hen one of our parents told us that she had friends 

currently working for two UK charities in Haiti and 

that they were in need of our help you responded to our re-

quest with breath-taking speed! Even though time was tight - 

the container ship was leaving Portsmouth on January 28 - 

you sent more than 30 buggies, 3 wheelchairs, enough food, 

clothes, medicine and toys to fill five large estate cars and a 

big transit van plus two pallets of food to the people of Haiti 

who will be cared for by Renica and Carwyn (pictured below, 

in front of the orphanage) and a team of medical personnel 

from Jubilee Action.  Thank you! 
 

Lesley Falconer 

Lightning response to 
St Tôs Haiti appeal 

Our pupils are poetsé. 
 

Congratulations to the 52 girls in Years 7-9 who have had their 

poems published in the Young Writers Anthology.  Much of 

their work was inspired by the theme of National Poetry Day - 

Heroes and Heroines - and included some very moving poems 

about war heroes past and present.   Some of these poems will be 

presented at our annual Literary Evening on Thursday 4th 

March as part of our celebrations for World Book Day. 

 

Kerry McGrath  Head of English and Drama 
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Biathlon success  
 

C ongratulations to Charlotte and Georgina Summers 

and the Year 9 Biathlon Team - Francesca Summers, 

Anna Bainbridge and Suzannah Monk - who have all quali-

fied for the British Schools Biathlon finals to be held at Crys-

tal Palace in March.  Good luck to all! Well done too to all 

the girls who took place in the qualifiers, especially to the 

Year 10 and 11 teams who only missed out on reaching the 

finals by two places.  
 

Emily McWilliam  PE department 
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always been proud of the supportive and dynamic teaching here at 

St Tõs, so were delighted to be able to prove the difference our teach-

ers make! 

We have certainly staved off the freezing weather with a host of 

activities this half term! Entrance Examination day in January saw 

a host of little girls from 35 different feeder schools receive a true, 

warm St Teresaõs welcome from staff, Sixth Formers and Year 7s 

who helped to look after them all and keep nerves at bay! We look 

forward to meeting many of them again in July when those lucky 

enough to be offered a place join us for their Induction Day. 

And as I write we have just enjoyed a spectacular production of 

òA Midsummer Nightõs Dreamó as good as any I have seen in all 

my years in schools. Well done Mr Mott and the cast. You were 

truly amazing!  

Hereõs to warmer weather and a restful Half Term break. 
 

Lesley Falconer 
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I  t was an exciting and challenging beginning of term for 

everyone in Boarding as the heavy snow fell just hours 

before the girls were due to arrive back.  With the assistance 

of a helpful local delivery driver, the first girls made it back 

up the hill by mid morning and with many more on their 

way, the staff on site swung into action.   

Miss Whatford, Mr Falconer and Mr Tarran set up a 4x4 

shuttle service between school and Effingham Golf Club and 

with the help of one determined Abacab taxi driver and Miss 

Vose co-ordinating phone calls between drivers, parents and 

�J�L�U�O�V���D�W���D�L�U�S�R�U�W�V���D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����W�K�H���Q�H�Z�O�\���I�R�U�P�H�G���´�6�W���7�·�V���7�U�D�Y��
�H�O�µ��- �R�U�� �´�$�Q�Q�L�H�F�D�E�µ�� �D�V�� �0�L�V�V�� �:�K�D�W�I�R�U�G�·�V�� �I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�� �V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��
quickly became known �² soon had dozens of girls back in 

the warm! Miss Morris investigated the delights of the kitch-

�H�Q�V���D�Q�G���N�H�S�W���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���Z�H�O�O���I�H�G���Z�K�L�O�V�W���0�L�V�V���+�X�V�E�D�Q�G�·�V���¶�I�U�L�H�G��
�H�J�J���P�D�F�K�L�Q�H�·�� �T�X�L�F�N�O�\�� �E�H�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���S�R�S�X�O�D�U�� �¶�P�X�V�W���K�D�Y�H�·��
gadget! Thanks to everyone who helped to make sure things 

ran so smoothly. 

With outdoor activities reduced by the weather, boarders 

enjoyed extra baking, dance, drama, board games and  craft 

�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�«�����E�X�W�� �V�Q�R�Z�P�H�Q�� �V�W�L�O�O�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�G�� �W�R�� �S�R�S�� �X�S�� �D�O�O�� �R�Y�H�U��
the school grounds! Miss Walker also found her knitting 

skills much in demand with boarders of all ages keen to get 

creative with needles and wool. 

Temporary Boarding continues to be an increasingly popu-

lar option with girls of all ages and the ongoing success of 

our fun - filled Boarding Taster Weekends has led to us in-

corporating more dates into the calendar in order to meet 

�W�K�H�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�� �I�R�U�� �S�O�D�F�H�V���� �� �,�I�� �\�R�X�� �K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W�� �Y�L�V�L�W�H�G�� �X�V�� �\�H�W���� �Z�K�\��
�Q�R�W���J�L�Y�H���%�R�D�U�G�L�Q�J���D���W�U�\�«�«�" 

Helen Vose  Head of Boarding 

Boarding news  

S �W���7�·�V���S�O�D�\�H�G���K�R�V�W���W�R���������<�H�D�U�������J�L�U�O�V���I�U�R�P���+�R�O�\���7�U�L�Q�L�W�\���-�X�Q��
ior School in Guildford this week. The girls left saying that 

it was the best Fluffy Friday (their name for their half-termly off

-site activity days) EVER! Thanks to all our Art, Food Technol-

ogy, Music and PE staff and to the St T�·s girls who helped make 

the day such a success! 

Jan Shilling 

Fluffy Friday!  

And hot off the pressééé 

Well done to Hannah Paul who came 5th in the North District 
Semi Final of the Rotary Young Chef competition on Feb 6th, 

missing out on a place in the final by just 1 ½ points.  T. Schaapkens 

A t our Bazaar just before Christmas we raised £330 which was 

shared between our chosen Year 7 charities. We had a great 

time selling books and toys, organising a treasure hunt, guessing the 

number of sweets in the jar and naming the teddy.   
 

Ella Scott and Lucy Matthews   Year 7 

Year 7 Bazaar  


